St. Mary's Church
86 Church Hill Road
Waterford, NY 12188

We want to connect
with you!
F e a s t

Check out our website
stmaryscrescent.org
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/
StMarysCrescent
Download our app at
myparishapp.com
Parish Oﬃce:
371-9632
smcsec@nycap.rr.com
Faith Formation Oﬃce:
371-9521
smcsecﬀ@nycap.rr.com

“Alone we can
do so little;
Together we can
do so much!”
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St. Mary’s Building Church Project
Written by Richard Putorti - Parishioner, Liturgical Ensemble Director and Evangelization Team Member

That’s right, St. Mary’s Crescent is undergoing a Building
Church Project. “Why hasn’t Fr. Joe mentioned this at
Mass? How much will this cost?” Well, Fr. Joe mentions it
all the time, and it won’t cost a dime. You see this is not
about a building, and it is not about our pledges, and it is
not about making our structures bigger. It is, however, all
about growing the church by growing disciples. We are
the builders and our God has asked us, indeed called us
by baptism, to “Go Make Disciples.” There are speciﬁcally
action words, “go” and “make,” by design in God’s plan.
As Fr. Joe says, “This isn’t Rocket Science. It can be
rather simple.” So let’s look at just some of the ways we
grow the church, build the church and/or go and make
disciples right here at St. Mary’s, Crescent.
1. Welcome, Welcome, Welcome! The importance of
making people feel welcome in any parish community
cannot be overstated. We must constantly ask ourselves,
“how welcoming are we?” Our bishops, in their
document, “Disciples Called to Witness: The New
Evangelization” have told us that “the entire parish
community…must foster a spirit of hospitality and
welcome.” A handshake, a smile, a ‘glad you are here’ are
more important than we realize. All of us - priest, deacon,
liturgical minister, staﬀ member, parishioner, and all
present at Mass - share the responsibility for welcoming
each other, but more importantly for welcoming the
stranger whose ﬁrst or only encounter with Christ on any
given Sunday might be their encounter with us. So many,
young and old, in our church every Sunday are searching
for answers. Perhaps our handshake, smile, or invitation
to sit with us can reassure those we encounter each
Sunday that they have come to the right place to ﬁnd
those answers.

2. “Go out to all the world and tell the Good News!”
What is it that excites you about coming to St. Mary’s
each week that can excite others? Think of an
exceptional concert you attended, an inspirational movie,
a fantastic book. How do you share those experiences
with the people around you? I imagine you say things like,
“If you have a chance, you need to go!” “You just have to
hear this!” “It was awesome, I loved every second of it.”
Your words have great power to inﬂuence others, but it
is not just the words you say but the emotion that
accompanies your words. If you are excited, others will
be more interested in what you have to say. When you
share words of praise, you peak the interest of your
audience. When you say “go” because it meant so much
to you, others are more likely to “go” because they want
to have a meaningful experience as you did.
Let’s turn to church for a moment. Do you share similar
emotionally charged positive experiences about your
Sunday experience? If you do, many of those you
encounter are far more likely to come and experience
what you have. Imagine who might be sharing your pew
after you exclaimed “I love it here at St. Mary’s,” or “You
need to come! I’ll meet you there” or better yet, “I’ll pick
you up.” Imagine saying, “Every week I feel the presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist.” Or “I love the message and the
music,” or “The people and the community there keep
me going.” Your voice is more powerful than any bulletin
announcement, web page, Facebook message or app.
3. Do as I say and not as I do. Yes, those words are
supposed to have a line through them. I hope they
bother you as much as they bother me. Certainly Jesus
never would say such a thing. In fact, he simply said
Continued on next page…
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Building Church Project, continued from Page 1

How do we grow our
St. Mary’s, Crescent?
Churches grow with members telling
others: friends, relatives, neighbors.
Churches grow by living our faith
daily at: home, work, school,
always and everywhere.
Churches grow through
word of mouth.

ACTION of the WEEK
♦ Who will you tell this
week about St. Mary's?

follow me; in other words, do as I do. How about “Preach the gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.”
That one I like but I have a simpler idea: “people are watching.” Every Sunday, we witness our faith by how we
show it. Our prayer is a public experience. Our young, our visitor, our family members, our friends and our
neighbors in the pew are watching. Some are watching simply because we are nearby but some are watching us
to learn how to be Catholic or some are watching to see if this Catholic thing really is for them. Some want to see
if this church thing really means something to us, because they need to know if it should mean something for
them. While I don’t want you to feel like all attention is on you at all times - because it isn’t - as I said before,
people are watching. We witness our faith in very practical terms on Sunday by, if, and how we join in the prayers
or if and how we join in song. When we arrive and when we leave and the degree of our participation in between,
all send a message. So many of us have simply always gone to church, but that is not so much the case for our
church today. There are many among us who are looking to us and at us to help them ﬁnd meaning and purpose
in this Sunday experience. Our faith teaches us that the Eucharistic experience is the ultimate experience of our
Catholic Faith, so we return each and every Sunday. How could we not? Let us not forget that the little things we
do each and every Sunday can make a big diﬀerence in helping those who are watching to see that we participate
in something here every week that is so important to us that we just need to keep coming back. Perhaps they will
do as we do. Beyond that, we will leave it up to Jesus to do the rest.
So could it be as simple as being welcoming and inviting, telling people about our wonderful Sunday experience,
and doing those little things each Sunday that tell others a lot about what church means to us? It sure can be.
Just don’t confuse simple with easy. It can take work to accomplish things that are simple. One church that I pass
every so often near my house has a sign out front that says, “Perfect people not allowed.” Thank God!

♦ What will you share from
today’s Mass or Parish activities
here at St. Mary's, Church?
♦ Who will you invite to join you
at Mass this coming weekend:
Family, friends, neighbors?
♦ Who will you give a copy of
the Parish bulletin and/or
the Parish newsletter?

Everyday Evangelizing
In the Home…

SUNDAY is God’s ‘permission,’ God’s
blessing to stop and rediscover the
wonder of His gift of time to all of us
and the love that is ours to give and
receive within that gift.

S t .

M a r y ’ s

C h u r c h ,

In the Parish…

In the Workplace…

•
•

Pray grace before meals.

•

•

Proudly display symbols of
your faith.

Exchange names with those
around you.

Transact all business dealings
honestly.

•

Have a religious calendar
with the dates of baptism,
ﬁrst communions, weddings,
etc.

Get involved, if only on a
small scale.

•

•

•

Periodically change pews to
meet others.

Oﬀer to pray for a co-worker
who has shared some
personal concerns.

•

Interact with co-workers who
share your Christian beliefs.

•

Respect others’ religious
beliefs.

•
•

Verbalize Christ in your life.

•

Establish family rituals based
on the Church year.

•
•

Celebrate your feast days.

C r e s c e n t

Begin and end the day with
prayer.

•
•

•

Be gracious in the parking lot.
Explain rituals to those who
are not familiar with the
Catholic faith.
Send a card to newly
baptized or conﬁrmed.

Pray before making
decisions.
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Summer Faith Formation - What an experience!
During the weeks of July 11 and July 18 this past summer we
oﬀered something diﬀerent, something new in Faith
Formation. We had 11 students join us for two and a half
hours per day for an 8-day program designed to cover the
curriculum that their classmates will cover during the
2016/2017 academic year. But these were not your average
Faith Formation sessions! There were games, videos, music
and daily emails to parents letting them know what was
learned. Each day began and ended with a brief prayer
service and parents were invited to a ﬁnal presentation and
service for all.
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Thanks to your generous
donations, Alexa
Pazienza (pictured
below) was able to create
baskets to send home
with new parents of
preemies

Based on the great feedback we received, we will deﬁnitely
be oﬀering this again next year! Thanks to all who were
involved in making this a great program: our students,
parents, catechists, greeters and staﬀ.

Faith Formation Changes
As we get ready to kick oﬀ the 20162017 school year, we will have a few
changes in our Faith Formation Oﬃce
here at St. Mary’s, Crescent. We’d like
to say thank you to Deacon Andy
Grebe, our former Faith Formation
Director, who has accepted another
job within the Diocese.
In light of that change, we wanted to
introduce you to our Interim Faith
Formation Director, Loretta Putorti.
Loretta has a wealth of experience in

Loretta Putorti: Interim Director
Rachel Collet: smcsecﬀ@nycap.rr.com

the Faith Formation and Youth
Ministry areas and we are truly
blessed to have her assistance
during these weeks while we
search for a new Faith Formation
Director. She will be in the oﬃce
as needed and will be assisted by
Rachel Collet, Faith Formation
Secretary.

to go and we are looking forward
to a fun year!
Faith Formation Family Kickoﬀ:
Sunday, September 18 - 10:15 am
in church, with Sunday Mass.
See you there!

The search is underway for a new
Faith Formation Director. In the
meantime, our program is ready

Faith Formation
Registration for grades
K - 10 as well as all
Sacraments has begun!
Register today by
contacting Rachel at
371-9521,
emailing her at
smcsecﬀ@nycap.rr.com
or get the forms online
at
www.stmaryscrescent.com

Loretta Putorti

Look on the page for
Faith Formation Forms.
Need a schedule?
Call the oﬃce or
check online!

Discipleship - A Modern Day Parable
A Faith Formation Teacher asked her eight eager 10 year old students to hold up
their hands if they would give One Million Dollars to the Missionaries.
The response was great. All their hands went up immediately and they shouted,
“Yes!” Their generous arms were raised again when the teacher asked, “Would
you give $1,000?” She tried again, “How about $100?” Again their proud arms
waved like tall trees in the wind.

Our many thanks to our summer
maintenance staﬀ: Kevin Wheatley, Jeﬀ
Kebart and Joe Campo. With their hard
work the grounds have been mulched, the
area by the front circle now has landscaper
pavers surrounding it and they have been
working especially hard at cutting back the
brush that grows along the roads and parish
property boundaries.

Then the teacher asked the ﬁnal question, “Would you give just one dollar to the
Missionaries?” Again, the students exclaimed, “Yes,” except for one of the boys.
He remained silent and lowered his arm. The teacher asked him, “Why didn’t
you say ‘Yes’ this time?”
Well, he stammered, “I actually have a dollar.”
We all want to be Disciples of Jesus. But it seems there are times when we are
not willing to sacriﬁce, to share our possessions.
Let us pray for a generous spirit lived daily in all our lives. Amen.

Keep in touch with
church news by
downloading our
myParish App!
See bulletins, Parish
calendar, mass times
and more!
Go to myparishapp.com
from your tablet or smart
phone to download
today!

Join us for this 9-week program,
Wednesdays from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
In the Parish Hall of St. Mary’s, Crescent
Classes begin on Wednesday, September 28, 2016
The cost of the class is $85, payable by check or cash
(no credit cards please)
Walk-ins are welcome, but if you are able to register
ahead of time please do so that we have enough
materials for everyone on the ﬁrst night.
Curious? Join us after any mass the weekend of
September 10/11, 2016 for a sneak preview of what the
sessions will be like.
This isn’t your typical “money class.” Financial Peace
University is practical, entertaining and fun!

What is Financial Peace University?

More than 1.5 millions families and individuals have
taken FPU.

Whether you’re struggling to make ends meet or
We all need a plan for our money. Financial Peace University (FPU) is that plan! It you’re a millionaire, FPU has something for you.
teaches God's ways of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions
The average family completing the course pays oﬀ
and interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get
$5,300 and saves $2,700 in just 90 days. That’s an
from where you are to where you've dreamed you could be. This plan will show
$8,000 change in position!
you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save wisely, and much
To register or to get more information, contact:
more!
Stephanie Nolet at 371-9632 x10 or via email at
FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine weeks. See the
smcsec@nycap.rr.com
next column for more information!

St. Mary’s Church, Crescent
86 Church Hill Road
Waterford, NY 12188

Weekend Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:30 pm
Sunday Masses
8:00 am & 10:30 am
Contact Us
Phone : 371-9632
Email: smcsec@nycap.rr.com
www.stmaryscrescent.org

A Roman Catholic Faith Community committed to prayer, presence, witness, and support.
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