
Have you ever gone to church on Sunday morning 
and by midday or evening you have completely 
forgotten what day it was or that you even made it 
to Mass that day? I have to admit that I have. It 
does not mean that I experienced anything        
negative at church or that it did not have any     
impact or transformative elements for me. In fact, 
quite often I am energized and renewed by the 
liturgy, while the rest of my Sunday can fade into 
quite an ordinary day. “Celebrating the Lord’s Day” 
is the title of an article put out by the USCCB 
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) in 
2010. A section of the article entitled “Keeping   
Sunday - All Day” reminds us that celebrating the 
Eucharist “does not complete our observance of 
Sunday.” I created a mini-poster of ideas listed in 
that section to reinforce for each of us the         
importance of Sunday - after Mass - and its spiritual 
connection to our faith. The poster sits tucked 
away among my many digitized documents, and I 
don’t believe it is a coincidence that I keep 
“running” into it time and time again in my         
ministry. God has a message here for me and I  
believe for all of us as well.  

The article offers two main ideas. First, it reminds 
us that “the primary way in which we celebrate the 
Lord’s Day is with our participation in the Sunday 
Eucharist.” The words celebrate and participate 
ring loud and clear for me. There is much to       
celebrate. Our God loves us so much that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone with faith in him will 
never die. We hear that message repeatedly, and I 
pray we don’t take it for granted. This foundational 
tenet of our faith is so incredibly powerful and 
beautiful and challenging. Indeed, we have reason 
to gather the faithful and to give thanks for such an 
overwhelming gift each and every Sunday. Each 
Sunday we celebrate a “little Easter.” And that 
celebration only occurs through action or           
participation of the gathered faithful. How could I 
not participate in the Sunday Eucharist by praying, 
singing, sharing, and ministering to others?        
Actually, that is the easier part of Sunday. The 
greater challenge arises when we leave church.  

 

At least for me, the second idea, “to celebrate the 
Lord’s Day more fully” is far more difficult. One of 
the suggestions in the USCCB’s litany is to share a 
family dinner. Ok I feel really good about that one. 
But some of the others will take some more work, 
i.e. turning off gadgets and enjoying silence, not 
using Sunday as the catchup day for the rest of the 
week, volunteering at a local food pantry, etc. I 
often thought that making Sunday family day was 
enough. “Keeping Sunday - All Day” is about family, 
but we are asked to extend that family and to invite 
others, especially the less fortunate, in. And we are 
truly being asked to extend our Sunday liturgical 
celebration into the rest of our Sunday and to ex-
tend it to others who might not have been present. 
Other suggestions include reading the Bible, pray-
ing the rosary alone or with others, reading Bible 
stories to your children, enjoying the outdoors and 
giving thanks to God for the beauty of nature, and 
visiting the homebound. 

So as I reflect on “Keeping Sunday - All Day,” the 
challenge for me is to make all of Sunday a “rest 
from the burdens of (my) daily life,” to “refrain 
from those activities which impede the worship of 
God,” and as Pope John Paul II wrote, make 
“material things about which we worry give way to 
spiritual things.” So I am pretty sure that by      
modifying my usual list I can do a much better job 
keeping Sunday “All Day.” 

 

 don’t catch up on errands and chores 

 visit friends, relatives and the less           

fortunate/homebound 

 go for walk/bike ride and give thanks to 

God for the beauty of nature 

 read the Bible or a spiritual book 

 And one more thing…stop making lists on 

Sundays. 

Keeping Sunday - All Day 
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We want to connect  

with you!   

Check out our website                            

stmaryscrescent.org 

Like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/

StMarysCrescent 

Download our app at     

myparishapp.com 

Parish Office:                           

518-371-9632 

smcsec@nycap.rr.com 

Faith Formation Office:      

518-371-9521 

smcsecff@nycap.rr.com 

“Alone we can 

do so little;     

Together we can 

do so much!” 

 

N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 1 8  

T h e  P r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

B l e s s e d  V i r g i n  M a r y  

Written by Richard Putorti – Liturgical Ensemble Director 
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The Christmas Giving 

Tree will be in the 

Gathering Area of the 

church starting on 

Saturday, Nov. 24, 2018. 

All gifts must be 

returned by             

Sunday, Dec. 16, 2018.  

Please consider taking a 

tag and purchasing a gift 

for those in need during 

this holiday season! 

S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h u r c h ,  C r e s c e n t  

St. Mary’s, Crescent 150th Anniversary Mass 
On Sunday, April 22, 2018 we celebrated the 150th Anniversary Mass for St. Mary’s, Crescent.  Joined by 

Bishop Scharfenberger and by the Halfmoon Town Supervisor, Kevin Tollisen, we enjoyed a beautiful 

Mass together followed by an Anniversary Social in the Parish Hall where Fr. Joe was presented with a 

town proclamation recognizing the historical significance of our Parish.  

Join us on                  

Sunday, Dec. 2, 2018 

after the 10:30 am Mass 

for a Parish-wide            

service project!                             

We will be making 

Christmas Cards for 

members of our 

community who may 

need some cheer!    

A Social will also take 

place in the Parish Hall 

after the 10:30 am Mass. 

Coffee & snacks             

will be served! 

St. Mary’s, Crescent 150th Parish Picnic 
On Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2018, the Feast of the Assumption of Mary, our Parish Community gathered 

for a Parish Picnic to continue our celebration of 150 years of sharing the mission and ministry of the 

Gospel.  The picnic was a great success!  Everyone enjoyed the food, the free raffles and the Youth 

Ministry Team did a great job of organizing and running the games outside.  Thank you to the Social 

Committee Members for organizing the cooking of the food and making sure that everything ran 

smoothly the day of the event. Thank you to all who came out to celebrate!  
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Start the next 

150 Years with a 

special gift!                 
Books will be distributed 

at all of the Mases the 

weekend of 

January 5/6, 2019 

St. Mary’s, Crescent - Parish Service Projects                 

are Coming Soon!  

 A Christmas Gift to All! 
Revealed at the Masses on December 14/15, 2018 will be a gift to everyone in the Parish.                                      

You have to be there to receive it though, so be sure to attend Mass that weekend!   

Our Bereavement Support 

Group has changed the 

time at which they meet!  

They will now be          

meeting at                                         

2:00 pm                                

on the first                         

Wednesday of the Month.  

St. Mary’s, Crescent is organizing a program in which parishioners will have the opportunity to give 

back to the community and serve others together as a Parish. In January, we will begin a monthly or 

bi-monthly parish service program. 

Many of our parishioners may be looking for ways to share God’s love through service to others, but 

just haven’t found the right situation to help with or may not have the time to look for opportunities 

to serve. Hopefully, by serving together as a church community we can strengthen our faith and our 

relationships within the parish while serving, as we have been called to, those who are in need with-

in our local community. 

This program is open to ALL ages, from children through seniors, families, singles and couples. 

Our first project will be:                                                                                                                                            

volunteering at the Northeast Regional Food Bank                                                                                             

on Saturday, January 26, time to be determined.                                                                                                                                            

Save the date!  There will be more information to follow.  

Other projects may include: working with seniors at Millview Assisted Living or Bishop Hubbard 

Apartments, preparing and serving meals for the homeless through Interfaith Partnership and    

collecting donations for shelters. We will rotate projects and times to fit different schedules,       

preferences and talents.  As projects are planned, they will be listed on the website at the address 

below and information will be in the bulletin: 

www.stmaryscrescent.com/ministries/service-opportunities 

Make a resolution to give of yourself with your parish community in 2019!  

 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

Saint Francis of Assisi 



St. Mary’s Church, Crescent 

86 Church Hill Road 

Waterford, NY  12188 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil Mass 

4:30 pm 

Sunday Masses 

8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 
Contact Us 

Phone : 518-371-9632 

Email: smcsec@nycap.rr.com 

www.stmaryscrescent.org 
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A Roman Catholic Faith Community committed to prayer, presence, witness, and support. 

Schedule for Christmas and New Year’s       

ALL are welcome! 

Christmas Masses: 
St. Mary’s Vigil Masses - December 24, 2018                                                                                   

Christmas Eve Masses 

4:30 pm - in Church 

4:30 pm - in the Parish Hall 

 (4:30 pm Mass is live streamed) 
 

7:30 - pm in Church   
 

St. Mary’s Christmas Day Mass - December 25, 2018                                                                     

10:30 am - in Church 

Upcoming Holy Day Masses:                             
Feast of Immaculate Conception 

Saturday, December 8, 2018 

9:00 am - in Church 

 

New Year’s Masses 

Monday, December 31, 2018 

4:30 pm - in Church 
 

Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

10:30 am - in Church 


