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“Alone we can
do so little;
Together we can
do so much!”
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Let the little… and not so little… children come to me!
Written by Loretta Putorti – parishioner, parent, faith formation director, diocesan adjunct faculty

Depending on when and where you grew up, you
may have heard a variety of names for the parish
Faith Formation experience... CCD, Catechism,
Sunday school, religious education, faith
formation. And I’m sure our experiences were as
varied as what we called them. Regardless of its
name – the Catholic Church for centuries has
charged itself with educating children about
Jesus and the Catholic faith, as well as preparing
them to receive the sacraments Reconciliation,
Eucharist, and Confirmation.
Well, that’s all well and good – but where does
that leave us as parents? When children are
baptized parents are reminded that they “will be
the first teachers of their child in the ways of faith;
the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith
by what they say and do.” (Rite of Baptism) If you
ask me, that’s a much bigger charge than the
Church has given itself. That means it’s us – we
are responsible for our children’s faith. Simply
said, we are no less responsible for the formation
of our children’s faith than we are responsible for
their physical and emotional well-being. That’s
quite some responsibility.
Of course, the church is there to partner with us –
faith formation sessions, sacramental prep, youth
ministry experiences – the list goes on. I can’t
help but wonder, however - after decades in the
field of religious education myself - if we haven’t
missed the boat on all of this. Let me explain2
Some in the field of faith formation, religious
education – or whatever we’re calling it these
days - contend that it's a mistake to catechize
our kids. Instead, they maintain, we should be
catechizing families or - believe it or not catechizing adults only. According to these folks,
when Jesus said “let the little children come to
me,” He didn't say bring the little ones to me and
have them go home and evangelize their
parents. In one respect one might think that some
religious educators are taking the baptismal rite’s

call for parents to be the “best of teachers” to
new heights. It’s certainly something to think
about, though, isn’t it? We go to faith formation,
we learn, we share and pass on the faith.
In a related thought, some of my colleagues right here in the Diocese of Albany, not just out
there somewhere among the pages of Religious
Education journals - are delving into the world of
digital (religious) education – presenting
computer faith formation courses instead of the
traditional “classes” or sessions like the ones we
experience here at St. Mary’s. One might say,
well, why not? Everything else is going digital,
right? Well, sure – that’s fine for learning “stuff” –
history, information, etc. However, faith formation
is not about “stuff”. It’s about the journey and the
experiences along the way. We can’t achieve that
kind of personal connection sitting in front of a
screen. If we expect to live out the responsibilities
charged to us as parents at the time of our
children’s baptism, then we need to be mindful of
the journey. We need to be mindful of the
personal connection that is necessary to carry
out the journey. We need to be mindful that
Jesus calls all of us to bring the little ones to Him.
So short of taking our child’s place at faith
formation, what can we as parents do? We go to
Mass; we say grace at meals; we volunteer as a
family; we pray together; we love and support
one another. We journey together, helping each
other along the way. And when we hear Jesus’
call to “let the
little children
come to Me” –
we’ll know we
already are.
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Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody

Modern Day Beatitudes
for the Modern Christian
This past October 2016, Pope
Francis, while presiding at Mass,
oﬀered a new list of “Modern Day”
Beatitudes. “Living our faith in the
present age,” said the Pope,
“requires new energy and a new
commitment.”
The Pope oﬀered this new list of
Beatitudes for the Modern
Christian:

◊ Blessed are those who remain
faithful while enduring evils
inﬂicted on them by others and
forgive them from their heart.

◊ Blessed are those who look into
the eyes of the abandoned and
marginalized and show them
closeness.

◊ Blessed are those who see God
in every person and strive to
make others also discover him.

◊ Blessed are those who protect
and care for our common home.

◊ Blessed

are
those
who
renounce their own comfort in
order to help others.

◊ Blessed are those who pray and
work for full communion
between Christians.

This is a little story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it.
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.
-Anonymous

Ministry help needed
Have you ever felt like one of these characters? Whether you were the Somebody who got angry or the Nobody who did
what Anybody could have done but Everybody didn’t do…
We are incredibly blessed at St. Mary’s, Crescent to have a strong group of parishioners who help out in various ministries,
however, for various reasons those numbers are declining. It’s time for Everybody to do what Anybody can!
Have you ever considered helping out at Mass? There are many diﬀerent ways that your Parish could use your talents. Do
you have the gift of singing? Richard and Katie would love to add more voices to our music at Mass! Are you comfortable in
front of people and able to enunciate clearly? We can always use more readers at Mass! Would you be able to comfortably
stand for 5-10 minutes during communion and be a Eucharistic Minister? Are you friendly, outgoing and want to welcome
people as they join us at Mass? Hospitality Ministry might be for you! If you’re a student between grades 4 and 12, you may
consider serving as an Altar Server. The diﬀerent “At Mass Ministries” are an important part of making sure that the Mass
goes smoothly.
Please consider reaching out to Stephanie to learn more about any of these ministries and how YOU can get involved and
help out in the Parish. She can be reached in the oﬃce at 371-9632 x10 or via email at smcsec@nycap.rr.com.
Again, thank you to all of our current and past At Mass Ministers for your dedication and service to our Parish.

Lent begins:
Ash Wednesday
March 1, 2017
Ashes will be distributed at:
9:00 am - Mass
4:30 pm - Service
6:30 pm - Service

Polish Dinner
March 4, 2017 - 5:30 pm
Dinner will consist of a Polish sampler plate (golumpki,
pierogi, kielbasa, and sauerkraut), bread, dessert and
beverages. Ticket prices are: Adults $10, Children 12 and
under $5. Tickets will be sold after masses on the weekends of Feb. 19th and 26th and during those weeks in
the parish oﬃce. We ask that take outs be ordered in
advance and that all tickets be purchased and take outs
be ordered no later than March 1st.

Bereavement Support Group
A Bereavement Support Group is being created for those grieving the loss of a loved one through death. The group
will provide emotional and spiritual support as sessions help to guide individuals through their grieving process in a
safe, informal, and conﬁdential environment. It takes courage to face the many feelings and life changes resulting
from the death of a loved one. Sometimes it helps and comforts to just talk with others who have undergone
similar life experiences. By participating in a support group, one can have the
opportunity to share with others who are also grieving, learn about the process of
grief, and be supported during a diﬃcult time. Hopefully, within the group, we can
learn to accept the reality of death, work through the pain, learn positive coping
mechanisms to adjust to the environment in which the deceased is missing, and look
at the impact of our spirituality on grieving.
This Bereavement Support Group will begin on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 at 6:30 PM
and will meet in the conference room of the parish center. Sessions will continue to
meet on the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month and will run for approximately 1 ½ hours
each. The group will be facilitated by Mary Rose DeMarco and Jeanne Gracon, both
of whom have completed the Diocesan Bereavement Facilitator Training Program.
If you are interested in participating in this group or if you have any questions,
please call Jeanne Gracon at 371-9632 ext. 11.

S t .

M a r y ’ s

C h u r c h ,

V o l u m e

3 ,

I s s u e

2

P a g e

JOIN us for HOLY WEEK
and EASTER LITURGIES
Palm Sunday - April 8/9, 2017
Palm distributed at all
St. Mary’s, Crescent Masses:
Saturday at 4:30 pm
Sunday at 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Holy Thursday - April 13, 2017
Holy Thursday Mass at 7:00 pm
St. Mary’s Church, Crescent
Good Friday, April 14, 2017
Stations of the Cross at 3:00 pm
Corpus Christi Church, Round Lake
Good Friday Service at 7:00 pm
Corpus Christi Church, Round Lake

Easter Vigil Mass
St. Mary’s, Crescent
Saturday, April 15, 2017
8:00 pm
A Mass of Light, Word,
Water & Eucharist
Easter Morning Masses
St. Mary’s, Crescent
Sunday, April 16, 2017
7:30 am
9:00 am
11:00 am
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Fridays of Lent
Where: St. Mary’s Church, Crescent
Friday, March 10, 2017
7:00 pm - Taize prayer in Church
Friday, March 17, 2017
7:00 pm - Stations of the Cross in Church
Friday, March 24, 2017
7:00 pm - Praying the Rosary in the
Daily Mass Chapel
Friday, March 31, 2017
7:00 pm - Stations of the Cross in Church
*led by the youth
Friday, April 7, 2017
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Confessions in church
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm Confessions in church

Join us for this FREE
seminar on
Saturday, March 4, 2017
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
to help Parishes learn to
foster vocations within
their communities.
Lunch is provided! If you
are interested, please
contact Stephanie in the
oﬃce and she can help
you get registered.
Seminar will take place at
Christ Our Light Church in
Loudonville.

Live Lent! Small Group Opportunities for Lent
Looking to deepen your Lenten Experience? Join a Lenten Scripture Group and Live Lent!
Live Lent! will guide you through each day of Lent with prayer, meditation and reading and provide an
opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Readings either with a small group or as a personal study.
You must register in advance for this program so that we have enough books for everyone. The cost of the book
is $10.
We will be organizing small groups again this year. Please reach out to Stephanie at 371-9632 or
smcsec@nycap.rr.com if you are interested in participating in a small group or in purchasing a book to use for
personal study during this Lenten season. Please register by February 17, 2017 so that we have time to get
materials to you.

Know someone who is in
the hospital or
homebound and in need
of a friendly visit or
receiving communion?
Please make sure we
know!
Contact Jeanne Gracon,
Pastoral Care Associate
371-9632
smcare@nycap.rr.com

Lenten Food Drive - April 1/2, 2017
We collect non-perishable food, toiletries, cleaning products and gift cards
for small amounts (so that perishable items may be purchased) throughout
the year at St. Mary’s, Crescent for area food banks. During the weekend
of April 1/2, 2017 we are having a Lenten Food Drive, asking families to share
what they can with local families in need.
If you are able to help, please bring any non-perishable food items,
toiletries, cleaning items and/or gift cards to Mass with you the weekend of
April 1/2, 2017 and place your items in the boxes that will be lining the main
entrance to the church by the statue of Mary of the Expectation. Gift cards
can go in the envelope taped to the window by the larger food box. Thank
you for your caring and sharing!

Keep in touch with church
news by downloading our
myParish App!
Go to myparishapp.com
from your tablet or smart
phone to download
today!

Visit our Parish Kiosk!
St. Mary’s Church, Crescent
In the Gathering Area of Church
pick up your FREE COPY of the book
Resisting Happiness by Matthew Kelly
At the Weekend Masses of:
Saturday & Sunday
February 25 & 26, 2017
Saturday at 4:30 pm
Sunday at 8:00 am & 10:30 am
With 37 short chapters this can be the perfect book to read throughout Lent. You can read a chapter every day each
Monday through Saturday from Ash Wednesday to the Saturday before Easter.
This will be the featured book for this year’s Best Lent Ever program oﬀered through Dynamic Catholic. Enjoy short
video clips and reﬂections as you work your way through the book. Sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/BestLentEver !

St. Mary’s Church, Crescent
86 Church Hill Road
Waterford, NY 12188

Weekend Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:30 pm
Sunday Masses
8:00 am & 10:30 am
Contact Us
Phone : 371-9632
Email: smcsec@nycap.rr.com
www.stmaryscrescent.org

A Roman Catholic Faith Community committed to prayer, presence, witness, and support.
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